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DISCOURSE. 


CONCERNING 


D R 8 


H O' we have too many Inſtances of Mens acting 
contrary to the Principles they profeſs, and break- 
ing the holy Rules of Chriſtianity, while they glo- 
ry in the Title of Chriſtians; yet there are none 
that do either contradict more the Laws of the Bleſſed 
Feſus, or glory more in the Breach of them, than thoſe that 
fight Duels. The Goſpel teaches us nothing more frequently, 
It requires nothing more ſtrickly, than Peace and Charity, 
Forgiveneſs and Patience. It enjoins us to love our Enemies, 
to bleſs them that curſe us, to pray for them that deſpitefully 
_ viſe us, Matth. 5. 44. It commands us to ſuffer two Inju- 
_ ries rather than to do one, Verſe 39. Ir forbids us to ven- 

der to any Man evil for evil, Rom. 12. 17. and by no means 
allows us to avenge our ſelves, Verſe 19, Vet there are many 
that pretend to the Name of Chriſtians, who are ſo far from 
forgiving their Enemies for great Injuries, that they quarrel 
with their Friends for little ones; and will not paſs by the 
leaſt ſeeming Affront without a Barbarous and Bloody Satiſ- 
faction; not conſidering that while they are ſo tender of 
their own Honour, :hey wound the Honour of God; and 
bring a horrid Scandal upon the Goſpel of Peace, bidding 
Defiance ro Jeſus and all his Laws, at the ſame time thar 
they defie him who hath offended them. Wherefore it is 
high time to check this bold and daring Impiety; - and either 
by Arguments; to convince and reform the Criminal, or to 
A > vindicate 
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4 A Diſcourſe of Duels. 


o vindicate our Holy Religion, at leaſt, from giving the leaſt 
Permiſſion to this brutiſn Vice. The Phariſees, indeed, by 
their corrupt Gloſſes, had perſuaded the Fews, that Moſess 


Law allowed them to hate their Enemies, Matth. 43. And 


the Talmud affirms, He is no Diſciple of the wiſe Men, who 


doth not not avenge himſelf, and keep Enmity like a Serpent |. 
And in like manner, the Pagan Philoſophers did not condemn 
returning Evil for Evil ; bur affirmed, That kind of Revenge 
was juſtifiable, by which we keep off, or retaliate Violence or Af- 
Fronts &. So that if theſe Gentlemen were Jews or Pagans, 
they might have ſome Excuſe : But Chrift and his Apoſtles 
utterly condemned all Revenge: And the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans, who deſerved no Enemies, and yet had many and very 


bitter ones, were ſtrictly enjoyned Patience, even when they 
had neither Laws nor Magiſtrates to vindicate them. And 


rhey then bore all kinds of Injuries and Indignities, leaving 
it intirely ro Almighty God, in his own Method, and at his 


own time to Right them. And ſhall we allow ſuch Men to ; 
lay claim to the ſame glorious Title of being Chriſtians, who 


ſuffer far leſs than out Primitive Predeceſſors did; and have not 


only the Divine ſuſtice. but good Laws, and Religious Magiſtrates 
tha: upon 


to vindicate em? And yet are ſo proud and | 
the leaſt ſhadow of an Affront, they will neither ſtay for Divine 
nor Human Juftice z but make themſelves both Judges and 
Executioners too of that raſh and bloody Sentence, which, 


without hearing or examining, they pals d upon their of- 
fending Brother in their outragious Paſſion; and nothing 
leſs than hazarding his and their own Lives in a barbarous 


Duel muſt be their Satisfaction: Which abominable Pra- 


dice, tho ir be ſupported by Pretences of Courage and fan- 


taſtick Honour, and extenuated by alledging the Faſhion of 


a Vicious Age, and many wretched Precedents: Let | hope 


to prove it ro be the moſt unchriftian and imprudent, the 


moſt impious and diſhonourable thing that is openly done 
among Men that own any Religion: Which J ſhall endea: 


Your to evince, by making it clear, _— 
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Fir, thi the Original of Duels u Pg, and deriv 4 


from the Heathens. 


Secondly That the Natute and Effects of wer ate kokos 
and Intolerable. 


» 


Thirdly, That the Excuſes made for them are extreawly 


Frivolous and Weak. 


Firſt, That Duels are derived from the Heathens is mani- 
feſt ; becauſe the Fewi/b Law, which allowed an Eye for an 
Eye, and a Tooth for a Tooth, Exod. 21. 24. did not permit 

private Men to take this Revenge; but the Retaliation was 
made by the Sentence of the Magiſtrate, Deut. 19. 18, 21. 


And there is not one Example in all the Old Teſtament of T Wo 


private Perſons challenging each other upon any peculiac 


Quarrel And for the Goſpel, the Rules thereof do every Where 


forbid it, Rem,12.19, 1 Pet 3.9. Yea, it was once the diſtingui- 


ſning Character of a Chtiſtian by which he was to be diſcernd 


from Men of all other Profeſſions, That others lov'd their 
Friends,but theſe only lov'd their Enemies F. Wherefore though 
it had been the barbarous Cuflom of Pagan Rome, to allow 
the Gladiators to fight and kill each other, to entertain the 


Company in publick Shew, or ro honour the Funeral of 


ſome Great Man: Yer they were only Slaves and Maleſa- 
ctors who fought theſe infamous Combats. 

But the Canons of the Chriſtian Church excommunica- 
red all that did but ſtand by, and look on theſe bloody Spe- 
ctacles F, and would nor admit a Fencing: Maſter into their 
Society, declaring them to be no leſs than Murtherers . 
And as ſoon as ever the Emperor Conſtant ine berame a Chri- 
ſtian, che Hiſtorian notes, That be ſuppreſs dl Idelatry, and 

A er no more Single Combats || Yet thoſe Duels, wben 
Tae by condemned Criminals, who muſt have died by 


* Hands of n Juſtice, — more innocent and 
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ft Amicos enim m diligere omnium eft, iniwicos ; autem ſolorum Chriftianoram, 
Trrrul. ad Sap. 


+ Terral. de Spectac. per totum. 
® Idem, de Idololatr. c. 11. 
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rect and allow this way of Trial in many Caſes * Which 


was ſo rooted in the Minds of theſe People, that after they 
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A Diſcourſe of Duels. 


excuſable, than theſe for which Our Age is in famous 2 
Which are ſo barbarous, that I would nor look for their O- 
riginal among fo civiliz'd a People as the Heathen Romans, 
but judge it more probable they were derived from rhe Man . 


ners of thoſe Rude and Incultivated Northern Nations, 


who afterwards overſpread tbe Reman Empire, and brought 


in this, as well as many other Pagan Cuftoms among the 
Meſtern People, where they planted themſelves. | 


It was theſe fierce and fighting Anceſtors of ours, who, 


before their Converſion, worſhipped Mars for their chief 
God, and at firſt had no other Image but a Sword to repre- 


ſent him by; To which they offer'd Sacrifice, and by which 
they ſolemnly ſwore, when they made Leagues and Covenants, 
as many Authors teſtiſie concerning the Scythians, Germans, 


Nou it is no Wonder, that theſe Barbarous Nations deter- 


mind all their Controverſies by the Sword; and thought he 


that got the Victory, had ever the juſter Cauſe, and was moſt 
acceptable to the Gods : For ſo Procopius relates, Thar when 
the Lombards and Heruli were about to engage in Battle, the 


Lombards call'd on their God to witneſs the Equity of their 


Cauſe, by giving them the Victory over their Foes. And 


Tacitus tells ns, When the German People fought with one 


another, they tool a Captive of their Enemies, and one of 


#heir own People, and making them fight, Juag d of the Event 


of the War by the Succeſs of this Single Combat J. And no- | 
thing is more uſual in the Hiſtory of Afrer-times, among | 


rheſe People, than the deciding Matters in Queftion by tbe 


Sword; becauſe they ſuppoſed, he who had the Right would 
always be the Victor, and therefore their very Laws did di- 


falſe Notion, and the impious Cuſtom, that grew from it, 


became Chriftians, their Princes were forced to permit Men 
to Fight for determining their Rights; only obliging them 
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To come before the Count of the Place, and Swear by their Cre- 
ator, it was their Deſire, he who had the fuſter Canſe, mighe 
get-the Vidory *, Yea, ſo inveterate was this'Barbarous Ulage 
grown, that though good Men always declaithed againſt | 
it, calling it an abominable Cuſtom |, and the Church fre- 
quenfly condemn'd it; yet Men would not leave it, ſo that . 
ſome Eccleſiaſtical Councils were obliged only to give 
Rules for the moſt innocent Managemenr of it, as that 
in Bavaria in Duke Taſſilos time, by examining, ſearching 
and binding the Parties by Oaths, Sc. J. But by degrees the 
Biſhops more vigorouſſy oppoſed theſe Combats, and decreed 
the Conqueror ſhould be excommunicated, and the Vanquiſhed 
denied Chriſtian Bur ial +. And left their Canon ſhould not 
prevail againſt ſo rooted a Practice, thar Council reſolves to 
petition the Emperor to remove this impions Cuftom, which 
was ſo very deſtructive, not only to Mens Bodies, bur to their 
Souls allo. --:. 353 „ 

Aboynt five Years after, Pope Nichols writes to the Em- 
peror Lot harius, not to permit the impious Cuftom of trying 
Cauſes by Duels, which are a meer tempting of God, Anno 
860. But notwithſtandiog all the Endeavours of Biſhops 
and Councils, the Records of following Ages make it evi- 
dent, that Duels were ſtill in uſe in this part of the World, 
not only for gaining Honour, as in Jufts and Tournaments, 
bur alſo for deciding Cauſes: And particularly, in our own. 
Oountrey of England, if any Man were injur'd in his Re- 
putation, the Court- Martial granted him a Licence to vindi- 


cate himſelf by Combat; and ſo did the Civil Court when 


Titles of Righr could not be otherwiſe determin d. Tis 


true, they brought this brutiſn Remain of Batbarity under 


divers Rules, ordering Triers, Searchers and Judges; as alſo 
that a Prieft ſhould ſwear both the Champions; and then, 
that the High Conftable ſhould give the Signal for Battel in 

theſe Words, Let them fall on to do their Duty in the Name 


8 | 104 : : , 1222 , 
of the Lord“. Nay, ſometimes the Church ſeem d ro come 


; * Coram Comite — teftificentur Deum Creatorem, ut cujus fit juſtitia ejus 


fit victoria. Leg. Dagoberti, An. 630. Capit. Tom. I. pag. 81. 5 
Remove conſuetudines abominanter inoliras — & pp. Cur recurritis 


ad Monomachiam, —— Cc. Caſſiod. 


1 } Concil. in Bavar. Anno 772. Bin. Tom. 3. par. 1. $1. p. 427. 
+ Concil. Valentin. Can. 12. Ibid, $ 2. p. 397, Anno 855, 
3 Spelmanni Gloſſarium, pag. 100, 


ply 
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ply further, even to appoint .Publick Prayers for the Succeſs 
of Duels, as appears in the Inftance of Henry Duke of Lan- 
caſter, Anno 1352. Who having been informed of ſome re- 
proachful Words ſpoken againit him by the Duke of Brun/- 
wick, reſolved. to fail over into France and fight him. Bur 
before he would commit his Innocence to the Tryal of the 
Sword, he writes ro the, Biſhops of England to aſſiſt him 
with cheir Prayers, and to recommend him and his Cauſe to 
| the Mercy of God. And accordingly, I find, that Rad. de 
Salopia, Biſhop of Bath and Well, did enjoyn all the Clergy 
of bis Dioceſs ro exhort the People in their ſeveral Cures | 
every Sunday and Holiday, with all Humilicy and Devotion | 
to beg of God, who is the Giver of Victory, that he would 
appear for the Honour of his Holy Name, and the cleario 
the Truth of the Noble Duke, and the Glory of the Engli 
Nation, by giving Succelis to his Arms F. As if they. ſtill 
fanſied ſomething Religious in theſe Unchriftian Courſes. 
But till Wiſe and Holy Men utterly diſliked them, even un- 
der all theſe Formalities. And the Council of Toledo decla- 
red, That ſuch as died in any of theſe Combats, ſhould not have 
. Chriſtian Burial; and that the Prieſt who preſum d to bury 
them [hould be ſuſpended ab Officio & Beneficio for Six 
Months Ff. Yer within Fifty Years after there was a Publick 
Duel fought in Spain by two Men of Quality in the Empe- | 
ror's Prelence, who was forc'd to permit it; becanſe the 
Laws order'd it upon the Requeſt of both the Parties J]. 
Nor cauld this kind of Combating be removed, until the |} 
pious Preaching of Proteſtant Divines had caft it out of all 
the Reformed Countries; and that ſevere: Canon of the 
If Council of Trent (which excommunicates and deprives any 
Prince who ſuffers them in his Territories d,) baniſh'd them 
| out of thoſe Nations who depend upon the See of Rome : But 
bi neither they nor we, as yet, have been able ro extirpate the * 
. more barbarous and bloody Cuſtom of rwo Men upon a 
private Pique, fighting with, and often killing one another. 
The former kind of Duels rarely ended in Murther ; becauſe 
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1 = Firſt, That by this one Act theſe Men commit a great and 
JF grievous Sin againft GGG. 


4 Diſcourſe of Duels 5 
there were ſo many Spectators and Perſons ready to take 
the Champion off. Bat theſe are agreed on in Patlion,- and 
yer carried on ſo ſecretly, conducted ſo raſhly; and managed 


ſo privately, that they do too often end in Blood. Concer- 
_ ting which we may juſtly ſay with the fore cited Council, 
The Uſe of them is deteſtable, and the Inventor of them was 
| the Devil, teaching Men by deſtroying one another's Bodies, to 
_ darn thesr Souls alſo, And ſurely, whoever confiders how 


ſtrictly God hath enjoyned Patience and Forgiveneſs, and how: 


ſeverely: he hath forbidden Malice and Mnirther, can never 


imagine that he doth by Duelling refer his Cauſe to God, or 
appeal to his Juſtice; fince he that tramples on God's Laws, 


rather puts himſelf out of God's Protection, than entitles 
| himſelf to his Providence, The Pagans might fanſie, their 
imagiaary Deities doted on the Courage of a daring Hector, 


and that ſuch Gods as they uſed to worſhip with human Sa- 
crifices, might like Men the better for being Muctherers, 
But our God is a Hater of Injuries and Revenge too: He 
abhors a blood · thirſty Man; and is ſo juſtly angry at both 
the Challenger and the Accepter, that it can be no ſign of 
God's approving his Cauſe whom be permits to come off 
the Conqueror. So thar the very Notion upon which the 
Heathens founded their Duels, is falſe, and a ridiculous Mi: 
ſtake: And after we perceive that, if ever we engage in 
them, we are more unpardonable than thex. 


And this may ſuffice for the Original of theſe n 


vu hich are ſo evil, that we can expect no other but foul Wa- 


ter from ſo polluted a Fountain, and bad Fruit from fo bit- 
ter a Root “; as we ſhall find, when we come to conſider 
their Nature and Effects. 
6 Secondly, We mall prove the Nature of rheſe Duels | 70 | be 
impious, and the Effects of them intollerable : Which wall 
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Secondly, They offer an unanſwerable Affront to the King 
an] his Laws, / OC Þ9 DYES 79 


' » Thirdly, They do an inexpreſũble and irreparable Miſchief 
| ro their own lelvesa J 
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Firſt, The engaging in a. Duel is a great and grie vous Sia 
againſt God. And ſince rhe Tranſgreſſing any one of his Laws 
is Sin, and the Wages of every wilful Sin is Death, 1 Joh. 3. 
4. Rom. 6. 23. how heinous a Crime muſt this be, and bow 
heavy Vengeance doth it deſerve, which" at once breaks ſo 
very many of the holy Laws of ſo great and gloriom à God? 
This is the Tranſgreſſion of all choſe Commandmenrs of 


b his, which enjoin us to bear Injuries with Meekneſs and 
ö Patience; yea, to forget and forgive tbem, which require us 
g to love and pray for our Enemies; yea, to win them, by 
doing Good againft Evil; which oblige us ro live Peaceably 
j with all Men, and to be in Charity with all the World. 


This breaks all thoſe Laws which forbid: us to be ſoon 
angry or highly provoked, or to lex the Sun go down upon 
our Wrath: Which charge us to bear no Malice nor Ha- 
tred in our Heart; and to hurt no body by Word or Deed : 
Which prohibit us to bear any grudge to our Neighbour, 
though he ſnould offend us by Seventy times ſeven Injuries 
in one Day *; and threaten us with Condemnation for our 
own Treſpaſſes, if we revenge our ſelves upon our Brethren 
who Tcef aſs againſt us. VVV 01 107] 152 
The (enrag'd Hector tramples upon all theſe Laws ar 
once, and purſues his own Inclinatiens ia deſiance to thar | 
Divine Authority which did enact them; and doth nor 
Falue, though he die in the wilful Tfaufgteffion of them 
all, without any Poſſibility of Repeftance, ur Capacity for 
a Pardon. I have been told, indeed, that ſome of them 1 
by: had the Confidence to ſay the Lord's Prayer, before 


„ — A a „ 
r 5 
. 


* 
z 


* 


ey bezin this open Defiance to the Author thereof? Zut 
I wonder they ſhoald not conſider, chat hy their reſo ing 
not to forgive, they . renounce all their own Hopes ro be 
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ſorgiven. And for a Man to be ſo implacable in his Malice 


and intent upon his Revenge, that for the ſatisfaction of theſe 
Brutal Appetites, he neither fears the Anger, nor values the 


Favour of Almighty God ; neither dreads that terrible Tri- 


bunal where he muſt give a ſtrict account, nor cares what 
becomes of his precious and immortal Soul; and acts as if 
he Execution of his Malice were ſo ſweet, chat he deſpiſes 
eternal Joys, and throws himſelf into everlaſting 'Tor-, | 


ments to procure it. 


: \ This Temper, doubileſs, argues a Man utterly void af 
Religion, deſtitute of all Sence of Goodneſs, hardned in 
Impiety, profligate and Atheiftical in the higheſt degree: A 
Man who hath any Fear. of God, or firm Perſuabon of an 
eternal Future State; a Man whoſe Canſcience is not ſear'd, 
and his. Mind extreamly blinded and obdurate, durft nor 
act at this irreligious rate: Nor can I ſee how he can pre- 
tend to believe there is a God that judgeth in the Earth, 
that will render to every Man according to bis Works, and 


Tight all our Wrongs either here or ibereafrer ; who will 
Jeave nothing for this Supream Judge to do, but will jad 


ve own Cauſe, and right himſelf upon all that offen, 
. £511. . 1 4 | . 


Ibis is to renounce the Authoriry, to diſown the Provi- 


dence, and doubt of the Juſtice of Almighty God. hat 
reſpect (ſaith Tertullian) do we ſhem to aur Supream Lord, if 
we will needs right all aur own HDrengs* 2 If we ſhould 
come ãnto a great Houſe, and find. the Servants for eyery 
— . beating and killing one another, without any 

deference or application to their Maſter; we muſt. think, 
the Family was ill govern d, and that the Servants had no 
Reverence for their Lord's Authority. or no Opinion of his 
Juftice. And is it not as great an Affront to the Lord of 
Heaven, when his pretended Servants, who live in his 
Hauſe, and eat of bis Proviſions, have no regard to; his 
Judgment, nor Confidence in his Promiſes, but will deftray 


Lach other for every little Provocation? It was wiſely urged 
3 | by th e Old Egyptian. Monk, when ; be could not. per ſuade 
his Scholar to lay aſide bis Reſolutions to be reveng d on 


one that had injur d him: Tale notice (ſaich he) that t 


# Tertsl, de Patient, cap, 1 ä Arne . 83 


declare from henceforth, that you have no Truſt in God's Pra- 
vidence, nor need of his Care, fince you now undertake t 
do your ſelf right, and manage your own: Affairs, without 
any regard to him, At which the angry Maa ftarred, and 
this Conſideration” made him willing to refer it to God's 
Judgment *. St. Paul tells us, Ve muſt not avenge our ſelves, 
but give place to V/rath, Rom. 12. 19. that is, ftay till God, 


And indeed, Wrath, (in the Phraſe of that Apoftie) ſignifies 
Puniſhment, and ought to be expounded in that Place, of 
the Penalries which God in his Wrath will inflict upon in- 
1 Perſons; as appears from the next Words in that 
Verſe, For it is written, Vengeance is mine, I will repay, ſaith 
the Lord, And when we have ſuch a Precept and ſuch a 


Bur after all theſe Aggravations of the Crime, the main 
Wickedneſs is yer behind; and that is, that whoſoever is en- 
gaged in a Duel, is guilty ' of rhe horrid Sin of Murther, 


Second Table; as will be evident, if we conſider, that God 
being the Author of Life to all Men, he only originally hath 
the Power to take it away. Princes themſelves have only 


— 


tells us, They are God's Miniſters, and by him they are made 


have no power over their Nei ghbours Lives or their on; 


* 


are certainly guilty of Murther ; which is one of the moſt 
crying Sins in the World, being the taking away all a 
Man's Worldly Comforts, and the deareſt thing which God 


which there is a Poſſibility of ſecuring his Salvation, and 
deſtroying the Image and choiceſt Workmanſhip of God. 
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ſlain for demolifhing his own . Brazen Statue, an 
allay'd his Fury, by telling him, If his Majeſty were ſo angry 
For the defacing ons of bis own Images, the great Creator of ali 


un FY 
ww — ee * 6 * * 6 —_ ” * * _ r 
\ 


| oo * 


Coteler, Monum · Eccl. Grzg. Tom. 1. pag. 663. 
* nts B 4 3 SS, 8 . 17 5 } 


* 


the Judge of all, ſee fit to execute Wrath upon the Offender: 


Promiſe, for us not to obey the one, nor. truſt the other, is 
to offer the higheſt Affromt imaginable ro the Divine Truth 


aud breaks the firſt and greateſt Negative Precept of the 


the Power of Life and Death by Delegation: For Str. Paul 
Revengers to execute Mrath. Rom. 13. 4, But private Men 


and if they take away theirs, or eaſt away their own, they 


hath given him, at once; the cutting off all that time, ia | 


When Theodefius had order many” of his Subjects to be | . 
holy Man hn 


i 8 9 , * / 
would 
2 24 i, 
i »8 [ 


: * W 4A LR th id ne * 


. A Diſcourſe vf Duel. 15 


won ld be much more juſtly incenſed at him fur 4g. oying. 1e 
many F bis living Images *: And if the certain Diſeover 
of, and ſeverè Vengeance for this dreadfal Crime (which we 
ſee ofren in this World) be obferv'd, we ſhall be'convinced; 
no Sin is greater, or more provokes. the Almighty :/ Ver ja 
theſe Dyels, we either voluntarily and 'deliberately eominir 
this Sin, ot force another, to commit it: Or, however; we 
ut our ſelves and our Neighbours into all the Probabilities | 
E. ginable of becoming Murtherers. And though by an 
. d Providence both ſhonld come off ſafe ; however; 
we have done all in our power towards the incurring the 
Guilt of Blood; and ax God's Bar, where Intentions are 
known and judged ( without a great Repentance) we mall 
receive our Sentence accordingly. We came prepared with 
Inſtruments of Death, and.ns'd our beft Skill and - utmoſt 
Strengrh ro deftroy our Neighbour 3 and we muſt anſwer 
for the Wickedneſs of attempting it, while God alone muſt 


F Hf neee 


ia bave the Glory for preventing it f. el 
n- And as to our own Lives, they are only Rent us, till God 
TT; _ ſhall pleaſe ro call for them: We have no abſolute Proprie- 
ne ty in them, or Dominion over them; ſo that to expoſe out 
d Lives to a needleſs Danger, is to ſtake, and lay to pawn that 


th. which is not our own; and to caſt them away, is to defraud 
ly |} onr Maker of thar Pledge which he entruſted us withal'r 
ut Aad this, perhaps, our Law intends, when it calls a Self 


de murtherer Felo de ſe ; that is, one who hath ſtollen away 
en * And on that account the Athenians cut off ſuch 
3 ns right Hand after they were dead, as that which ha 


been a Thief to the reſt of the Body, aud Jone Violence t 


ft the whole Man F. ih 95 

2 Tis true, in this caſe his Dueller falls by atwhher's hank} | 
od bur he onghr ro be accounted a Self-murtherer for all that; 
in 


3 he voluntarily and deliberately expoſed himſelf to 
Phat Sword by which he fell. King Saul is reckoned among 
he Self- murtherers, rhough the Amalekite finally killed 
| q im; but his Caſe is far more excuſable, being figbring for 
Y bis Conntrey, and reduced * his Enemies to the dire Ne- 
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of the Gentle, lt. — — Rewens f, nd {o 1 
of; the Chriftians; as is manifeft from the Old. 
and therefore they very juſtly impos d rhis P on fuck 
as were flain in any. Duel, who were really 7. of 
| e bete, a and dy d with the purpoſe of mooring a au0; 
To „ nes 4 
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8 The. engaging in a Dogl i is an ub a5 


to the King, and the Laws: It injures the Government 
— we 1 and the ae whereo! le as Mem 


And the —— 1s wok * becauſe i it is groynded 10 N 
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4 Diſwſeof n 1; 


bolerdebandag the Patriarchs, long beforeuthe® Ten Coma 
mandmens were given; as appears from " Rebooea's Fear of 
tofing both her Sons in one Day; intimating, that if they 
mould fizht, and one of them be flain, the vor mut 
die by the Hands of an Execurioner, G25. Aud w W 
ſhall find rhis Rule ſo univerfally — all Nati | 


ons, as if it had been a Law of Nature, and a Piece © 


Jaſtice wrirten on the Hearts of all Men: 
Bat if ir be! enquir d Why the Government -ſhould be 
obtig'd; ro Execute this Divine Sentence upon theie who pre- 


* gend 60 U ght for Honour, and not with! 'DObfigns:'of Blood 3 


I Ax is but a juſt Retaliarion for the dnjary they 25 
ande Hffront they give to the King and his: Laus. 
Finſt ufs to the King, if any have deferv'd Wrath, has 
18, Puniſhmem, he only originally is entruſted hy God wich 
the Power of the Sword ; and none can take away the Life 
of any Criminul, but fuck as are comtmſſionated by him? 
Rom, 132 5,4. If a: private Man judge his o Cauſe, and 
kill his Eney; though never ſo worthycof Deah, he us 
furps the King | 

5 owe him, Service, pay thimoTribure, and 

on a raft Ougaion are dblig d, both by: thrir Purſes and Pers 
Wasch defend their Prince aud theis "Countrey': So char 
whoever takks away the Life ef any one of the King Sub- 
jects illegally ; Ueprives bim of that Serviteb und Afſiſtancc 
he might have bad from this Perſon; and therefbre in all 

Ciſes of Maurtker, this King (as the Party in jur d) i the 
Proſecutor r And id be is An Ne preſent Caſe; betauſe he 

by this Duel loſes a Mau, whofe Gourage, Strength and 
Imereſt ," might have been very ſerviceable”: againſt" a come 


mon Enemy. And the Muttheres ought to die, aas Well 10 
_ tot whe! Irjary 'he/hath done; àg to prevent him from 


ug any aer ach diner after he be once hardned by 
ulkisefs. 7 


And as thr Ni * Majeſtybis the grem Reper of the 


* * 
2 387 10 2522249 97411 181 


4 3 P Teeny 43 — o be more ſeverely Panik, than thoſe; 
= degree, e any regard te the King's Amborit 


Frays Break the Peace zm ithe higheſt 


iy, or Fear 
of his friſt 'Diſpleaf oe 100 50 Nee bc 11 
As for the Laws, bis 'Prictice kberes thb bery Foundaribe ; 
HdRorius and 


made, 


Office, and is a Murtherev, - Beſides, all the 


is TL Diſcomſe of Duel. 


made, and Tribunals ſet up, is to protect us al; an that 

mo Man may revenge his own Cauſe, nor force at bers to any 

uml awful Satisfaction, Leg. Honor. & Theod. Bat our fight- 
ing Blades take no notice there are either Laws or Juſtice in 
the Nation; and:adt as if there were no Right to be had 

from publick-Judicarures : They proceed, as if they li- d in 
a Savage and Ungouverned Coumrey ; and will be Judges 
and Executioners too in their own Cale; and in defiance. 
to all thoſe wiſe Methods which our Laws provide for e- 

quitable Satis factions. So that while theſe Men pretend 
rey are affronted by a private Man, They themſelves give 

the higheſt Affront imaginable to the Publick Juſtice. And 
though they will not put up a ſmall Injury or Scandal from 

their Equal, they hope to be pardon'd, though by underta- 

king to right themſelves, they bring the moſt unjuſt and une 

ſufferable Scandal upon the Government that can be given to 

it becauſe they act as Men muft do in times of Anarchy, 
or in Places where there were neither Laws nor Magiſtrates, 


which in a well governed State is moſt intolerable.” :; | 
Perhaps, they will ſay, That the Law doth nat provide 
any Satisfaction: for chis Injury which they have receiv!łC0. 
Janſwer, This is tos arraign the Laws, and reproach them 
as very unjuſt and imperſect, to allot no Penalty ar all for an 
Offence which theſe Gentlemen think deſerves Death: Bur 
indeed, chey look on the Injury: through the magnify iog 
Glaſs of Pride and Paſſion, and are partial in their own 
Cauſe, and; ſo fanſie it bigger than the Lau (which judg · 

es without Prejudice, Paſſion or Partiality) eſteems it to be; 
and the Laws would. be as ridiculens as Drink and Rage 
make theſe: Hectors, if they ſhould ſer down ſevere. Penal- 
ties for an innoceut Jeſt, a haſty Word, or ay accidental 
Blow, which many times are all che Cauſe of theſe Quarrels. 
. chat. in our Well governed Cqunttey there is no ground 

or this Pretence of the Defect of Laws; ſince either the 
Offence is & little one, and below the Cognizance of a 
grave Magiſttate, and then we ought ro bear: it, and paſs 11 
by. Or .if: it be a Great one, there is certainly Reparation 
to be had from our Laws, which do puniſh any that -really 27 
hurt us in Body, Goods, or our Good Name: And therefore 
when they are driven out of this Hold, they fly to another, | 
And alledge, That it is an Argument of a mean and baſe 
Spirit, and a diſhonourable thing, to ſeek neee | 
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Commonwealth, or enjdy 
37 People, who will always 


. Diſcinrſe of Dileld. 


due Courſe of Law. - 'Tis true, the moſt honourable: Way 


of all is to imitate the Divine Majeſty and the beſt of Mew; 
and wholly to forgive theſe. Injuries. aad Affronts without any 
Satisfaction. But if the Wrong be very great, and may 


prove very prejudicial; or if the Offender be very inſdlentz 


ſo that it be neceſſary to give him ſome Check, it is a wife 
and honeſt Method, aud o cannot be diſhonourable, w 


ſeek a Legal Satisfaction. io bang 


Sure I am, the Makers of our al and thoſe who 4d. 
Wen Juftice by them, are all very Honourable; and it is 
intoſerable for an angry Bravo 10 deſpiſe them all, and 


count ix a baſe thing to refer his Cauſe to them: Nor can 
any Maa eaſily apprchend, how it ſhould - come to be an 


infamous and diſhonourable thing, to ſubmit our Cauſe 
to be. try d by wife Rules and honourable Perſons; , who 
without Paſſion, will hear and determine it according to 
Right, and give us all the Recompence we deſet ve. : And 
it is no, Credit to us: to be ſo unreaſonable or unſuſt, to 


_ defire any more than Prudent and An Men tb rb - judge 
what We ought to receive. 


Again, We act like e Cieatiires; alibi we are 
willing to ler Law and Reaſon decide our Differences, and 


examine our Grievances: But we act like Brute Beaſtds, 
when with Sayage Fury we fall upon one another for every 


flight Occaſion: If we had no Reaſon, we might then 
right our ſelves with Teeth and Nails, with Heels or ther 


Inſtruments of Revenge. Bar this no way becomes Men; 


nor will theſe Gentlemen ever perſwade the wiſer Part of 
Mankind, that it is more Truly Honourable ro act like 
wild Beaſts and Brutes, than to demean our ſelves. as 'Dif- | 
creet and Civiliʒ d Perſons ought to do: 

There are, ir may be, ſome ſhews of Courage in "this ; 


| bis it is ſo bruitiſh, and ſo ungovernable a Courage; it * 
ſo void of Piety and Diſcretion, that it is no Honour to be 


endu'd with it: And he that is Maſter of it, is fitter for 
the Converſation of barharous Indi ans, or the Company of 
Out- laws and Benditts, than to live in a well - govern d 
the Society of Wiſe and Sober 
e in danger to pay the Price! of 

Ther E for =_ wrete | ee 


- 
9 % 1 
— » . . a : 
« — „ . * — . > 
- $ Ls 


—— * 


18 A Diſcoutſe of Duel. 


And it is the Intereſt of all Government to fuppteſs ſach 
|| kind of unſociable and deſperate Perſons, by che ſevereſt 
| Penalties and moſt rigorous Executions. ; which Method did 
effectually curb this unſufferable Exorbitancy in one of our 
! Neighbour Nations, and will do it here; becanſe they who 
L neither fear God, nor reverence Laws, and dare die in 4 
. vain Quarrel, are afraid of an infamous Doom, and the 
Scandal of a publick Execution. TC 
Zut what leſs can they deſerve, who uſarp the Kings 
Office, and deftroy his uſeful Subjects; who deſpiſe his 
Laws and the Miniſters of Juſtice, and dare deliberately do 
the greateft Miſchiefs > Let us but conſider, how many Per- 
ſons theſe daring Men injure at once: The Man they kill 
may de, perhaps, the Child of tender and affectionate Pa- 
rents, the ſole Heir of an Ancient and Noble Family: He 
| may be the Husband of a dear Wife, and the Father of 
ſmeet and hopeful Children: He may be one on whoſe Life. 
the Welfare of many of his Friends and Servants depend. 
Now all theſe innocent Perſons are deeply wonnded by that 
one fatal Blow; and by one cruel] Act, many, who no'way © 
contributed to the Fault, are made extreamly miſerable, - 3 
Friends of both fides have equal Sorrow; becauſe one dies 
ina fooliſh Quarrel, and the other (if he meer with his De« 
ſerts) by the Hands of Publick Juſtice, 
Wt Tis very diſmal to conſider, whar innumerable Miſchiefs 
may be che fatal Conſequences of this one raſh Act; and 
pet they commonly ariſe from a” fmall and inconſiderabfe 
Spark; from raſh Words in Gaming, Drink or Paſſion; MY 
| from accidental and no ways ill- intended Actions: And | 


W yer we may ſadly bebold how devouring a Fire this little | 
Spark kindles; in which, not only the Guilty, but even the il 
«Mi | Innocent alſo are ſcorch d or conſumdde. 
Doubtleſs, theſe things ought by all lawful Means to be 
prevented in every well: order d Society: For they ſtrike at 
trhe very Root of Government and Laws; and take a- 
Way all that Safety and Peace which Men expect from 
thoſe Magiftrares whom they obey. They are fach bold 
and open Injuries and Affronts to the King and his Mi- 
niſters of Juſtice ; and are attended by ſo black and fatal 
1 a Train of Conſequences, with reſpect to many of his beſt 
"y Subjects, that all diſ-interefted Men muſt . 
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. thols Reſolutions of Severity towards the Criminals which 


his Majefty hath taken, are very; Juſt, very neceſſaty = 
very Prudent. n 


Thirdy, We 2 are to e that Abe der wg an d 
preffible and irreparable Miſchief to their own ſelves: For 
as to their good Name, which theſe Men fanſie they are 
about to vindicate and ſecure, they make themſelves ſuſpe- 
Red by all; becauſe nothing but a Sence of Guilt could 
make them ſo implacably angry: Yea, they do for ever 


TY forfeir their Reputation among Grave, Wiſe and Good 


Men; who afrerwards reckon them among the Irreligi- 


ous and Diſorderly fort of Men. 


Beſides, it is ſo raſh and deſperate a thing to venture 
our precious Lives upon every ſligbt Occaſion, that the 
Criminal ean never” wipe: off the Blot of Imprudence an 
Inconſi deration. | 

We eſteem them to be profligate and unthinking Men, 


3 whe: fake their Livelihoods and Eſtates at a hazardous 
1 Game: And Tacitus cenſures it as 4 piece of barbarous 
7 Folly in the Oid Germans, to play at Dice for their Ei- 


berty, fo that the Loſer was to be a Slave for ever aſter “. 
But is it not greater Madneſs to ftake- a Man's Life, and 
hazard the Loſs of it for a nice Punctilio of miſtaken 
Honour, conſidering chat with our Life we loſe all -out 


Worldly Enjoyments at onee? Aud ir were happy for ſnch 


as die in theſe Quarrels, if that were all their Loſs: For 


they ſtake alſo their immortal Souls, which our Lord hath 
taught us to be more worth than the whole World, Matth. 
16. 26. And if they loſe their Lives, ir is more than pro- 
bable, they loſe their Souls alſo: For none are generally 
looſer i in their Lives, and leſs fit for Death, than fuch as 
engage in theſe Duels: They need a long time of Repen- 
tance ; yet have no time at all; becauſe by this deſperate 
Ack they deprive themſelves of the N time SAR God | 


allows them to Repenr in. dv: 
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3Q ( Diſcomſe & Duels. 
Kepentance is only to be perform'd while we live: For 
| thar Anguiſh which the Damned feel in another World, is 
i only a Sorrow for the ' Puniſhment, not a Diſlike of the 
; Sins which they then are uncapable of committing. We 
can only amend our Faults while we are in this World, 
and ſo can chooſe or re ſuſe Good and Evil; but withou 
Amendment there can be no true Repentance: Wherefore, 
| as St. Salvian ſpeaks, The Repentance of the Dead comes too 
late, , Whence it follows, that ſuch as die in theſe bloody 
Quarrels, have not only the Guilt of innumerable other 
Sins upon them, but die in the Endeavour of committing 


| , and fall wich the Guilt of Murthering them 
| ſelves; for which Sins they never can-'xepent ;- becauſe F 
| they die in the Commiſion of them; and conſequently, by 
all the Rules which the Goſpel gives us to judge by, they 


| can never be forgiven ; bur their eternal State is deſperate |! 
and 1rrecoverable. VF r 
And how deplorable a thing is it for a Man to be (o 
ate with Rage and Paſſion, that he expoſes that ſlender 
Thread of his Life to be ſuddenly cut in ſunder, on which 
all his Capacities of Repentance, and all his Hopes of Hea+ 
ven hang, For a Man to be ſo void of Sence and. Confide- 
ration, as wilfully to hazard the being ſuddenly ſnarch'd 
away, and brought before God's Tribunal, with the Guilt 
f of Murther, and many other Sins upon him, for which he 
1 Faye to be condemn d to eternal Flames, is really a wo- 
3 n ᷣͤ—yAu mi aj & | 
ow unhappy a Miſtake is it for Men to call Thar being 
|  Reveng'd on their Enemy, which Wings the Divine Venge- 
| ance upon themſelves 2 How. inexcuſable a Weakneſs muſt 
it needs be, to leap into the Flames of Hell, rather than en- 
dure a harſh Word, or the Cenſure of a few extravagant 


Men? This is far worſe than that Folly which the Propher e 
repreſents by being met by a Bear, while we run from a Lian. 
Amos 5. 19. and the Greeks deſcribe by leaping into a Whirl 
Wit; | © pool t0.ger out of the Rain *, or as the Latzns expreſs it, Fase 
=_ - Ting into the Fire to avoid the Smoke f. „ 
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r Indeed, the Folly is ſo great, and: ſo outragious, that we 

18 muſt conclude, thoſe who make this Venture, are either ſo 

e Atheiſtical as not to believe a God, and a future State; or 

5 ſo fatally ſtupid, as never to. think of. either; becauſe ir is 
|, Morally impoſſible for any Man to believe and remember 
uy Z theſe things, and act ſo extream Irrationally. And though 


e, © Infidelity and Inconſideration may make theſe Men more 
00. bold and daring, they cannot prevent nor leſſen their Eter- 
dy. nal Miſery, which is more ſudden and more intolerable to 
ern thoſe who did not believe or fear ir. 
ng 7 There is a righteous God; and he hath threarged Mur- 
m- ther, Malice, and Revenge with everlaſting Damnation; 
ale and theſe Things are no leſs certain, becauſe ſome are ſo 
by impudent as ta deny them, and others ſo fooliſh as to forget 
ney them : So that the fearleſs Security of theſe Men makes 

em ao f.... Fo mon ant ant 
Perhaps they will ſay, They hope to come öff without 
loſing their Lives: But ſince the Danger is ſo great, that it 
may happen; and the Miſery ſo intolerable, and irreparable, 
if it do, the bare Poſſibility of ſaving their Lives, can nevet 
excuſe the Madneſs or Impiety of venturing them. Though 
they have more Strength and Skill, or a better Weapon; 
one Slip or falſe Step, an Over-reach, or the mifling one 
IThruſt, may in one moment ſend them wreaking in their 
Zood and Guilt ro God's, dreadful. Judgment - Seat: And 
it cheir Hopes of Eſcaping, be grounded on their Expecta- 
ion they ſhall kill their Adverſary, this is only to hope a 
Man ſhall not ſuffer thoſe endleſs Torments till afterwards, 
which he deſerves juſt now ; bur the Reſpite is a ſmall 
Comfort; becauſe, it is no matter when that begins, which 
ve are ſure ſhall never have an end. NG 
3 Beſides, by killing our Adverſary we have forfeited our 
Pn Lives to the Law, and tis poſſible. Human Juſtice 
May ſeize us, and then the Reward of our Victory is only; 
o die more ſhamefnlly ; and after we have ſatisſied the 
Laws of the Land, alas, we have God ſtill ro reckon with. 
At is poſſible, indeed, we may fly from Publick Juſtice, but 
ve can never fly from Divine Vengeance; no, nor run away: 


F 
Th 


— rom that frighrful Guilt, which hannts and purſues Mur 


rherers at all Times, and in all Places. Or, if Friends do 
Preocure our Pardon upon Earth, they cannot purchaſe our 

BY Feage, nor reſtore that Tranquillity of Mind which in our, 
indeed, J . = Fo of 75 2 | | 
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Innocence we enjoy'd : Our Life will be uneaſie, and onr 
Death (that will come ar laft) will be tercible.and amazing; 
ſo that a Man can hardly tell whether he that Falls, or he 
. needs moſt Pity, or ſuffers the greater Miſ⸗ 
I There is but one Pretence more that is made by ſame 
of the more generons Duellers; that they only aim at the 
Glory of Diſarming their Advert ſaries; reſolving upon that 
Ad vantage, to give them their Swords and their Lives alſo. 
But how eaſily may they kill them, before they can have 
the Opportunity to Diſarm them; and is it not equally 
poſſible themſelves may be ſlain in the Attempt ? Tis 
certain, they muſt wound a ſtout Man, before he will 
yield his Sword; and how can they tell but that Wound 
may be Mortal; or perhaps, when they feel it ſmart, and 
ſee their own Blood, they may fall into a Paſſion, which | 
will make them forget their cooler Reſolutions, and | hurry * 
them on to take away Life? To run into a Temptation, 
and chuſe ſuch Circumſtances, as makes ſo horrid a Sin as 
Murther, but likely to be committed: To venture a Mans 
own Life, and come ſo very near the Point of killing ano- 7 
ther, can never be excuſed by a few good Intentions: And 
he that will run into ſo great hazard of Everlaſting Dam- 
nation, for the Imaginary Glory of Diſarming his Ad ver- 
ſary, declares himſelf an Atheiſtical and Irreligious Perſon ; 
and ſers more by a little popular Applauſe, than he doth 
by his own Soul. He fiſhes (as the Proverb ſpeaks) for 
_» Gudgeons, with a Golden Hook, and buys a Fentaſtich Glory too. 


dear by far. 


© Beſides, ſome will think it was an Accident, and not his He 
Skill or Strength that pur his Adverſary into his Power; 
and therefore he is nor ſure of Commendation, if this be the 
Event; and he is ſure of Damnation if either of them hap- 
peri ro be Slain z eſpecially, if he were the Beginner of 
this fatal Miſchief. And 'tis very hard that Men can find nao 
other way to manifeſt their Valour and Bravery, but by 
hazarding the Loſs of two Lives, and the Deftruction of 
thy Sonlso' BH e e e ee - 
© Wherefore,' whatever the ſecrer Intentions aad Designs 
\ of the Combatans; or whatever the Event be, the Overr- | 
Accs are fo wicked. hazardous and miſchievous, that they 
gan never make the Engagers ihaocens wo, f 
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And now, to conclude this Part of the Nature and Ef. 
| fects of Duels: If we have any Fear of God, any Honour 
for dur King, or any Kindneſs for our Selves, we * muſt a- 
void vis Practice, which is as Raſh and Fooliſh, as it is 
Impions and Miſchievous: We muſt fly thar Company, 
which may draw ns into this Fatal Snare, be they other- 
wiſe never fo Witty and Entertaining; for we pay roo dear 
for their Converſation when our Lives and our Souls mls 
de Parr of the dreadful Reckoning. And if Men of Ho- 
nour and Eſtates, whoſe Lives are more uſeful to their King 

| and Country, than thoſe of other Men, would conſider 
theſe Things, they would render theſe Combats infamous, 
by renouncing them; and make them in a ſnort time, as 
| Diſhononrable as they are Impious: And it were very fit, 
ſo wicked and miſchievous a+ Cuſtom were difgrac'd. and 
diſcourag'd by all Worthy and Eminent Men; that fo 
Duels might only be the Exerciſe of indigent and imperti- 


nent Huffs and Hectors, who do the World a Kindneſs when 
they rid it of one another. A little Piery and Patience, a 


mall Proportion of Prudence and Charity, would take 
away all: Poſſibility of rhoſe Quarrels, which are ſo Of- 


fenſive to God, fo Scandalous to Religion, ſo Injurious to 


the Government, and ſo Miſchievoys to all that are engaged 
in them. 2 : | 


And now - we mighr have concluded this Diſcourſe, which 
might ſuffice to reform Men in this Point; but only there 
are ſome pretended Arguments and Excuſes for Duels, which 


; e will patiently Hear, and carefully Bxamine, in order 
his Io the complear Satisfaction of all who are or may be con- 
a end in m! adding no gou at ; 
a But Firſt, We muſt obſerve-in the Geijeral; that only 
ne be Criminals excuſe this Wickedneſs: Tis they chat ca 
we e Chriſtian Vertue of Forgiveneſs, Cowardiſe; and the 
: ao ſh Cuftom of Fighting, Courage. Tis they Who break 
wv = ele Commandments of God, that teach Men ſo, Matth. 5. 
05 1 . Wherefore, we muſt remember. Fhar I- Men are 
a or ade Partial by their Guilt, and no Wiſe Man will take 
„ s Judgment concerning the Nature of a Fault who is bim- 
figns ef faulty in that Kind: For the Nature of Man being prone 


| Vice » would ſeem not only to Sin without blame; but to have 
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24 
good Reaſon for what j done amiß *. And St, Salvian ob- 
ſerves, Ihat al Offenders think their Offences very ſmall ; 
ſo Thieves judge of Stealing, "Drunkards of Exceſs, and the 
Laſeivious of Mantonneſs; nor n there any Sin ſo great, but 
they who commit it will extenuate it F, So that we maſt al- 
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Pleas invented to make this impious Practice ſeem Innocent, 


Allegationss. WS { 


ſomeè rude Actions; and this by ſo Vile a Perſon, and in 


5 1. Tattit. Lib. 4. 
1 
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low the Learned and Wiſe, the Prudent and Innocent part 


of Mankind, to judge in this Caſe; and they do fo univer- 

ſally and unanimouſly condemn Duels, that J could Fill a a 
Volume with the Suffrages of Ancients and Moderns, R 
maniſts and Reformed, all agreeing in this Point: Bur ous 7 
defigned Brevity nor permitting this, let an excellent Biſnop 
of our own ſpeak for them all; who ſaith, 4. for Duels © 


Extrajudicial and Private, it s ſo uni uſt, ſo uncharitable, and 


ho unreaſonable, ſo much againſt all Laws of God and Man, 
fo infinitely againſt the Piety of him that ſurvives it, ſo infi- 


nitely againſt the Hopes of him that dies in it, that no- 
thing can excuſe it J. And therefore, though there are many 


we doubt not to prove them all Vain and Frivolous ; and 


Vindication, and give a particular Anſwer do their ſeveral 


oF.» 
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Firſt, The CHALLENGER pleads, That He, or bit 
Anceſtorz, bis Miſtreſs, or bis abſent Friend, were reflected 
upon, and abuſed in Words, or injur d and ill uſed by 


fo provoking a Manner, that no Man of Honour or Cou- 
rage ought to bear it; and if he ſhould have paſſed it by, 
be ſhonld not only have purchaſed to himſelf the infamous} 
Name of Coward, but encourag'd this Inſolent Man, and 
ethers of like Humour, to abuſe him more and more: And 
ſince it was only to Chaſtiſe this Inſolence, and require 
Reparation for his Honour, that made him (end the Chal: '3 
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alv. de gub. Dei, Lib. 4. | 
+ Biſkop Taylor, Duel. dubiraht: 


- 


Lib; J. Cap. 2. P. 1137 
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ſince there are Three ſorts of Perſons concerned in theſe 
.Comba's, The Challenger, the Arcepter, and the Seconds 3 
we will-confider what each of theſe alledge in their own |! 
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lenge he bopes all the World will acquir him, as one who 


did no more but what was Juſt and Neceſſary. 


To which 1 Anſwer, That ſuppoſiag Thou haſt received 


a real Injury and Affront; yet, fince thou art only in .e 


Private Capacity, Mbo made thee 4 Ruler and a Fudge, 
Exod. 2. 14. Or by what Authority doſt thou take upon 
thee to puniſh the Offender ? Thou art a Party, and under 

the Tranſport of a Violent Paſſion, and therefore it is by no 
means fir thou ſhouldſt at this time be a Judge in thy own 
Cauſe. ... 8 | 

The Grerian Orator ſaith, The Law provides every Man @ 
Rule and à Fudge, for this very reaſon, That Penalties may 
not be left to every Man's Paſſion *®. Therefore, ſaith Theo- 
dorich, was the Reveronce of Sacred Laws appointed, that: no- 
thing ſhould be done by Violence, and that no Man act of 


bis own Head : For what difference would there be between the 


Serenity of Peace, and the Confuſion of War, if al Diffe= 


* rence muſt be decided by the Swoyd f If a Man will not 
pay the Money we lent him in his great Neceffity, though 


the Wrong be apparent, yet we muſt not go into his Houte. 
and rifle or ſeize his Goods, without a Legal Proceſs. 
There cannot be a greater Contempt offer'd ro Magiſtrates 

ad Laws, t han to proceed in this arbitrary manner. If 
any injure us in Word or Deed, The Laws are open, and 
there are Delegates appointed; we may implead them for it, 
Acts 19. 38. And then the Matter will be calmly enquit'd 


into, and fully underſtood; and we ſhall have a Satisfaction 
given us proportionable to the Damage we have ſuſtai- 


ned. So that there is no need for us to hazard our own Lives, 
or run into the Danger of committing Murther, for that 
Recompence which the Law will give us. But if ic be ſuch 
an Offence as the Laws take no cognizance of, as we are God's 


Servants, we are oblig d to leave the matter to his Judgment, 


who hath declar'd and promis d, He will right our Wrongs, 


and reward every Man according to his Works. So that 
if we be perſuaded of his Truth and Juftice, w may wait 
Hpatiently till the Great Judgment come. And as we are 
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Chriſtians, we are bound in the mean time to forget the 1n- 
jury, and forgive the Offender, praying ro the Lord to for: 
give him alſo, „ | | 
And if we ſeriouſly weigh the matter, there are many 
cogent Arguments to ingage us freely to forgive ſuch In- 
juries and Affronts. Perbaps, the Man was inflam'd and 
difturb'd with Rage and Paſſion; and when his Anger is 
abated, probably he may be made ſenſible of his Fault, and 
brought to own it, and ask Forgiveneſs: In the mean time 
we ſhonld rake no more notice of it, than we do of the raving 
Diſcourſes of a Frantick Perſon: For, as Cato notes, Anger 
differs from Frenzy only in that it is ſooner over *, it 
may be, his Head was hot with Exceſs of Drink, and his 
Words were not to be aſcrib'd to his ill- nature, but only to 
the Want of his Reaſon: The Man was for that time poſ- 
ſels d with an evil Spirit , and had not his Wits about him, 
and ſo merits rather our Pity than our Anger. Perhaps he 
bath been miſ. inform'd by ſome malicious Whiſperer, and 
only repeats what others invented; ſo that a little Pains may 
rectiſie his Apprehenſions, and make him recant his Miſtake. 
Or, it may be, we mil. conſtrue his Words, and interpret 
his Deeds otherwiſe than he intended them; aud then the 
Injury is merely in our Imagination, and ſo 
a bloody Satisfaction. 1 ory 
Add to this, That we our 


ſelves are: And if we be in 
bly hope that any will Forgive us. 

Beſides, if we Fight, we may 
Neighbour; but if we ſubdue our Paſſion, we conquer our 
Selves, which is the nobler Victory, in Solomon's 
who ſaith, He that is flow to Anger, is better than the. 


Or, it 


cannot deſerve 


| ſelves have often ſpoken raſh<* 
ly, and acted foolifhiv.z for which we have repented as | 
ſoon as we could conſider; and perhaps, our Adverlary {/ 
doth repent; and condemn - himſelf before our Challenge 
comes: However, ſince we ſo often need Pardon both of 
God and Men, we ought not to be backward to Forgive our 
Brethren, who are as frail and apt to offend, as we our 
lacable, we can never reaſona - 


poſſibly conquer our 


pinion, 


* T e pivey Te wairutrs, pers youre 


is: ih Chryſ. Hom, 29. in Gen. 
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"Mighty ; and be that ruleth his Spirit; than he that taketh 
4 City®, What Glory was it to Old Rage, To conquer 
Foreign Nations, while ' ſhe. was a Captive o Vice ? as St. 
Auſtin (peaks. Aud what Credit doth he gain, who hath 
Strength enough to foil his Adverſary ; but not Reaſon e- 
nough ro overcome his own inordinate Appetites? Or who 
ſhould it not be as truly diſhonourable to be a paſſionate Fool, 


But it will be ſaid, There is no room for Forgiveneſs, 
becauſe your Adverſary is a malicious Perſon, and not like- 


| ly to Repent or ask Forgiveneſs. 1 anfwer, Either this is 
| your own Surmize only, and then it is hard that a Man 
. muſt pay his Life for ſũppos d Malice; or elſe it is mani- 
; feſt to'orhers, as well as you, that your Enemy is a ſpite- 
| ful malicious Perſon, and then no body will believe his 


Slanders: He expoſes. his own Credit rather than yours, 
and you are not daminified by his Words, Becauſe all Men 
know, II Mill never ſpeaks well. We will grant he is an ill 
Man, and bitterly hates you; and can you gratifie him 
more than to expoſe your Life to his Sword? Or is it 
any Wiſdom to give him Opportunity ro do yon a greater 
Mliſchief, becauſe he hath done you a leſs? You will ſay, 
Don do not fear him: Dur Valour and Skill is above bis, 
. But, as the wiſe Man notes, The Race is not always to the 
S {| Swift, nor the Battel to the Strong: But Time and Chance 
- R happens ro all, Eccleſ. 9. 11. And when a Man puts himſelf. 
out of God's Protection by an impious Challenge, he that 
J hach the worſt Cauſe, and the leaſt Valour or Skill, may 
„prove the Conquerom © - eee e 
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O, but his bitter Words you can't digeſt, you cannot 


1 think of them wirh any Patience. We will allow them to 
* be very bitter: But either they were true, or they were 
1 falſe. If they were falſe, it will be eaſie to prove them ſo 
£9. by Reaſon and good Evidence, and conſequently, to fix 
. the Black, bur Juſt Character of a anderer on your For, 
* But then you ought to take care you may live to juftifie 
Ms: your ſelf, and expoſe your Calumniator; becauſe if you 
be die in this fooliſh Quarrel, the Reproach may follow you 
2 to your Grave, and none that ſurvive, may be able or 
2˙ a 2 
3 t Prov. 16. 32. Sibi imperare maximum eſt ĩimperi am. Sen. Epiſt. 113. 
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willing to vindicate you. But if the Words ſpoken by our 
Enemy be true, we ought not to be angry at him who ſpoke 
the ill Words but at our Selves who deſerv'd them, 
Nof doth it clear our Innocence to conſidering Men, be- 


ther proves a Man bold than guiltleſs: And if we get 


they did before; though perhaps, when they ſee us ſo 
deſperate, they will not dare ſay the ſame things: But 
in this there is no other Pleaſure, but that while a Man 
is really wicked, and ſo accounted, he ſhall not be cold of 
it, and ſo may periſh undiſturbd. 5 30 


that thereby they ſhall certainly clear their Reputation: 
But they are groſly miſtaken; becauſe Men that conſider, 
do rather ea 2 them to be guilty, and rake their Rage 
at the Accuſergor an Argument of à galled Conſcience: 
For none are more patient of ill Wards, than they that leaſt 


extreamly apt to commit all WWickedneſs, would never endure 
to hear of it . : FF 
And are not theſe Gentlemen under à ftrange Deluſion, 
who are thought to be criminal for that very Act, which 
they fanſie proves them innocent; and are in danger by 
this Method to loſe both their Lives and their Credit alſo. 
As for our Fear of our 'Enemy's doing us a ſecond Injury, 
if we do not chaſtize him for bis former Inſolence, there 
1 are other Ways to avoid it: We may require Satisfaction in 
a Legal Way, and reſolve for ever to abandon his Com- 
pany; and if he be ſo Spiteful, it is our Anger and our 
Reſentment that excites him to repeat his Abuſes; which he 
would be ſoon weary. of, if he ſaw-we deſpisd them: And 
perhaps our Challenge provokes him to defend that which 
our Patience would have made him to Recant. 1 y* 
However, we muſt not caſt away our Lives, and run upon 
everlaſting Damnation, to avoid the Rudeneſs of an injuri- 
ous Man: , For that is to do a greater Miſchief. to our 
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cauſe we dare Fight with him that Accuſed us: This ra- 


the better of our Adverſary, Men will think of us juſt as . 


I know, all char ſend Challenges, perſuade. rhemſalves; 


deſerve them*, And Tacitus notes, That Nero, - who was i 


ſelves than we can poſſibly ſuffer from the worſt of our E- 
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1 to it by ſome Words or Deeds of the Challenger; however, 
i he deſigned, no Quarrel: But now, that another hath Chal - 
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Semis: Nor onghr any Man ſo much t fear the being 


dy. Men, as to be efteemd a Deſperate and Unthinking 
Fool, by the Wiſe and Judicious; and be condemn'd for 
an irreligious r Wrerch, by the Great Judge of 
all the World. Nor is every Man void of Courage, rhac- 
will not Challenge all the abuſive Men he meets with: 
Bur his Valour is govern'd by Piety and Prudence; and 
though he dares Fight, he doth not believe this ro be a 


* Lawful ſort of Fighting, nor a few Raſh Words a juſt Oc- 
cCaſion for him to expole his Life, and hazard his Hopes of 
7 Heaven, Yea, the ſame Man, who, out of reſpect to God 


and the Laws of his Countrey, will not fight a Duel, 
would prove himſelf far more ſtout and brave againſt a Pub- 


lick and Common Enemy in the Field, than any of theſe 


Vapouring Hectors, whoſe only Valour lies in one of theſe 
drunken Quarrels, 1 3 n 
And if a Man have Courage enough to ſtruggle with 
the Greateſt Danger, on a juſt Occaſion, he may de- 
ſpiſe the Cenſures which he knows he does not de- 


- 


2 ſerve. | by.” 


| Ta conclude : It is evident, that neither the Injury re: 
ceiv'd, nor the Fear of Future Affronts, nor yet the Scan- 
dal of being cenſurd for a Coward by the Fighting 
Man, ought to move a wiſe Man, or a good Chriftian rg 
ſend a Challenge: And I have endeavour d to prove this 
firſt ; becauſe if we can prevent this, we cruſh this Coc- 
katrice in the Egg, and cut off all the fatal Train of 


* 


Miſchiefs that otherwiſe will follow thereupon. 15 
Secondly, We muſt conſider, what che Ac CE PTER 
of the Challenge ſays to Excuſe himſelf. He pleads, either h 


intended not to give any Affront, or that he was firft provok 


lengid him, he is bound in Honour to Anſwer him; to 


i 2 4 A . 4 . + 
#7 refnſe, that would ruin his Reputation, and proclaim him 
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Man call us Cowards for not fighting with Mad Men; "Mi 


30 wy Diſcourſe of- Duels. 
Hie ſays, That he only Defends himſelf, which is allow. 


able by the very Law of Nature; and fince he was not 
the Aggreſſor, he hopes he ſhall be judged Innocent, whar- 


ever the Event prove. 


1:To which- we Reply, That as the Receiver makes the 
Thief, and the Second Blow cauſes the Fray; ſo the Ac- 


cepter cauſes the Duel, which would fall ro the Ground if | 


he had deſpiſed this raſh and impious, this fooliſh and 
deſperate - Meſſage. Our Lord, who forbids Him to Her 
this Violence, commands us not to reſiſt ic, Marth, 5. 29. 
yea, requires us to put up Two Injuries, rather: than to do 
One; and, as Tertullian well obſerves, * There's no differente 
between ht that provokes, and him that j provolled; but that 
the ot her 1 firſt in that Wickedneſi into which thi Man 
follows bim; but ſince both of them commit the ſame Fault, 
the Order will not excuſe. One of them makes the. Fault 


begin, and the Other will not let it have an end. Aud 
Tſidore of Peleuſium, in like manner affirms, That i: x be E 
who returns Evil for Evil, that makes Enmities to be Im- 


mortal F. | - | | Su! 

Beſides, The Accepter confeſſes, he gave the Challenger 
occaſion to be angry; and therefore he may well bear with the 
Paſſion he | hath raiſed, and excuſe the wild Effects of that 
Anger which he ftirred up. When a Man who Raves in 
a Fir of a burning Fever ſtrikes or rails at us, it moves 
us not to Wrath, but Pity ; and alas! there is a Paroxyſm | 
of Anger alſo #3 and we ſhould conſider the Challenger as 
diſturbed in his Mind; and by the hor Fit of his preſent Rage, 
depriv'd of the uſe of his Reaſon; and accordingly, we | 
ſhould rather pity him, and wait till he come to himſelf | 
again: Which Generoſity may poſſibly make him rather 
Embrace than | Challenge us, as ſoon as he can Conſider. | 
As Angry Man (ſaith Arnobius) u Mad for that time; be 
talks and doth be knows noe what. He feels the fame 
Mot ions that 4 Savage Beaſt doth l. And will any Wiſe 
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or ſerting upon a Lion, and not encountring with a Roars 
ing Bull p All prudent People will ger out of the Way in 

ſuch Caſes; and may do it without any Blemiſh to their 
Vaiour, And doubtleſs, it does extreamly aggravate the 
Accepter's Fault; becauſe he commonly returns the Anſwer 
in Cold Blood, and was capable of conſidering the ill Con- 


have ſent, had he been in the ſame Temper: The Sender 
er ma) be pitied, as being under the : violent Tranſport of an 
20. unruly Paſfion.z but what can excuſe him who would 
expole his Life, and venture his Soul upon ſo fooliſh an 
Account, when he had his Wits about him ? 

Perhaps it will be ſaid, The Inſolence of the Challenge put 


gen bini into a Paſſion alſo : But as St. Bafil ſpeaks, How can 
uit, we be angry at another Anger; for if his Anger were Good, 
wit %% are we diſpleaſed? If it be Evil, why do we imitate it > 
\nd Our being provoked, acquits our Foe, and condemns us. 
; he B es, if we felt our. Paſſion begin to riſe, why did we 
waver the provoking . Meflage juft then, when we knew 


e were unfit to Conſider and Determine wiſely ? Or, 
dnn did we not learn by our Brother's a Weakneſs. If 


"the his Challenge provokes us, we may eaſily believe our In- 
that zury or Affront muſt provoke him much more; wherefore, a 
s in zznutual Forgiveneſs were mote fit than further Exalperations. 
oves And 1 conclude, The Man who is Challenged, ought firſt. 
yim o otter this Reconciliation ; becauſe his Words or Deeds 
r as ave the firſt. Occaſion to the Quarrel; and tis all the 
age, aon in the: World the Submiſſion ſhould begin on that 


5 Side from . whence the Offence firſt came. The Diſhonour + 
Vas in doing an Injurious Thing; the acknowledging it is 
zone ar all; but tends highly to our Reputation. 


ider. If it be objected, There was no real Injury done, nor any 
3 be front intended, it was only the Challenger's Miſtake. I Re- 
ſame iy, In that Caſe, tis true, there is no Submiſſion requir'd ; 
Wife gut however, it is neceſſary we ſhould rectifie fo ſatal a Miſtake 
len; this may prove; and if we permit him through our Pride 


go on in an Error to his own ruin, which he might ſo eaſily 
gave been convinced of, we are extreamly, if not inexcu- 
P bly guilry. If we ſaw our Neighbour running on towards, 
d like to fall into a Whirlpool, which he did not diſ- 
ver, we ſhould think it our Duty to catch hold of him, 
or d Prevent the Miſchief: And ſhall we ſuffer him to run 
— : | 1 | OR 


ſequences of that Meſſage, which the othet would ſcarce 
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on td Death and Damnation; rather than we will cbndé: 


ſcend to take a little Pains ro remove thoſe Miſapprehenfi- 
ons which we helped to create? Solomon tells us, If we 
forbear to delivet thoſe who are ready to be ſlain, God 
will render us according to our Works *; and Seneca de- 
Clares, He that can ſave 4 Man read to periſh, and will not; 


murders him. So that if there be a Miſtake, we muſt take 


time ro inform our Adverſary rightly: But if the Party. 


Cballeng d, did manifeſtly and really Injure and Affront the 


Challenger; Then to Accept the Challenge, is 10 juftifie | 


one Wickedneſs by another. In that Caſe we are bound 


by the Laws of JESUS, and by all our Hopes of Hea- 
ven, to ask Forgiveneſs, and offer Satisfaction. 1 


+ There can be nothing more Atheiftical and Unjuſt, than 
firſt ro do an IIl- ching, and then to defend it with the ha- 
zard of our Lives; to reſolve to die, rather than do our 
Neighbour right; or to add Murther to our Slander and In- 


juſtice: This argues ſuch habitual Impiety, and is ſuch an 


Evidence of one who is hardned in his Wickedneſs; that if 
he ſurvive the Combat, he onghc to be Infamous, and dif- 


owned by all Civil Company; and if he die in the Defence 
of his Injuftice, and under his Neighbour's deſerved Diſ- 


pleaſure ; he leaves no Hopes behind him of his being like 
to be forgiven; ' becauſe, God hath aſſured us, he will nor | 


Pardon us, till our injured Brother be reconciled to us. 


And ſurely, we abuſe the glorious Names of Foreztude | 


and Valour, to apply them ro Men deſtitute of both Honour 
and Conſcience, as well as Piety and Religion; to give theſe 
Titles to profligare Wretches, becauſe they dare deſie God 
and abuſe all Men, and fear neither God nor Man; bur 
are bold enongh to venture on, and defend the baſeft Acti- 


ons ; and nor only deſpiſe the Laws of Man, but alſo rhe , 
Vengeance of Eternal Fire. The Reputation gotten by ſuch | 
| deſperate Courage, is but like the Valour of Thieves and 
Pirates, when they boldly Fight ro defend their Ill-gorten | 
Goods; Whoſe Perſons are fo infamous for their Diſhonefty, 

rhat none of their Actions can procure them the Character of Mt 


Brave and Worthy Men. The Orator tells us, He x truly 
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them}. He is not to be called a Coward that will nor fight 
in a wrongful Gauſez and a Man of worthy Principles, had 
rather be thought ro want Courage, than to be deſtitute 
of common Honeſty : Let, none will cenſure him who will 
not by the Sword defend the Wrong he hath done; bur 
ſuch as are themſelves Impious and Unjuſt, whoſe Cenſures 
and Reproaches we muft learn to deſpiſe 3 or elſe we muſt 
fear to do Juft and Worthy Actions, left they ſhould deride 
us for nor daring ro do Unjuftly ; that is, for not being as 
wicked as themſelves. | a Les: * 
Indeed, the great Miftake which creates all this Miſchief, 
is the common Error concerning the Notion of Honour; 
| which thoſe who ingage in Duels, fanſie, to be the Com- 
mendations and Praiſe of the Mobile, or however, of vici- 
ons and unthinking Men; but True Honour, s the agreeingCom- | 
 mendations of good Men, and the impartial Teſtimony of them , 
= that judge rightly concerning that which # truly Vertuous *. This 
is ſolid and ſubſtantial Honour; the other only Imaginary. - 
and Fantaſtick, ſoon expiring into Air and Nothing. The 
Vertuous and Eminent, rhe Judicious and Valuable Part 
e of Mankind, do all agree in Condemning this raſh and 
;i{: {& deſperate ſort of Valour; and think, if our Courage did 
not far exceed our Diſcretion, we would not give or accept - 
a Challenge, 52 2 : a ae EE. 
The thing is evil in it ſelf ; and by engaging in it, we 
forfeir our Credit with all thoſe whoſe Praifes are valued 
and believed; and the Honour which we fanſie we get, 
is only the Commendation of Men contemprible either for 
their Ignorance or their Vices; whoſe good Opinion and 
good Character of us, will argue us ſo like them, that ir is 
| really a Diſgrace : And therefore, Sneſius was highly pleaſed, 
when an Infamous Man who publickly reviled him; ſaying, 
He did him 4 great Honour, in declaring he was not of this 
Neviler': Humour f. And do we think ſuch Mens Praiſes 
zotten worth the venture of our Lives and Souls Or, are we ſo 
,nefty, afraid of their Cenſure, that we had rather die than endure 


& 


ter of | it ö Alas! this ſort of Mens hearty and conſtant Commen- 
- truly fations, are not to be purchaſed by one fingle Act of 
binder —— 5 | | 
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| Wickedneſs ; we muſt not only fight on every ſlight Oc: 
caſion; bat alſo, Drink and Swear, defie Heaven, and be 


5 Lamprid. In vit. Alex. Sev. Pag. 310. 


in all things elſe as lewd and profligate as they are; or 


they will fix Reproachful Names upon us, and do their utmoſt 


to diſparage us; chere fore, we had better begin early co 
glory in that * which they would caſt upon us, and 
to deſpiſe their Contempt and the Character they give of 
us. If they call us daſtardly Cowards, and pitiful ſneaking 


Fellows; we muſt bear it patiently, till there be a wiſe 
and juſt Occaſion to ſhew the Falſhood of this unjuſt 


Charge. When our Lives or our Goods are in danger to 
be raken away by Thieves and Robbers, or our Friend 
falls into ſome great Peril; when our Country is Invaded, 
or our Prince engaged with Rebels at home, or Enemies 
abroad 3 then we have a fair and juſt Opportunity to ſhew 
our Valour: But we ſhould. ſmile at thoſe who would call 
us Cowards for not leaping into a 'raging Fire; or not ca- 
ſting our ſelves headlong from a Rock in the Sea; becauſe 


we were dared to do theſe things by a Man who intended 


to deſtroy himſelt. e e eee 
Ir was well obſerved by the brave Alexander Severus, 


when his Soldiers being angry ar his firict Diſcipline, drew 
their Swords at him: It ii u Argument (ſaith he) of your 


Valour to ſtretch. out thoſe right Hands againſt your General, 
which, if you were truly Valiant, you would lift up againſt the 
Enemies of Rome *. The Egyptians of old F. and the 
Turks at this day . are not permitted to wear Swords in 


Times of Peace; becauſe they think the only Uſe of them 


is againſt Foreign Foes, and. not againſt their Fellow- Sub- 


jects. And perhaps, it might be a good Expedient, 10 


make it Capital for any Man who had once uſed a Swor 


in one of theſe Quarrels, to wear one for ever after. 
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he Scholiaſt upon Heopbron, tells us, that Pretus aud 
2 having eat at the ſame Table with Belleronhon, 
jurſt not kill him themſelves; Becauſe, (faith be) it we 
of old thought very Impious for them that had eat together, to 
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| fee Men who are, Relations, Neighbours, Covntry-men, and 
ſeeming Friends, by a falſe Notion of Honour, counting 
it a piece of Reputation, to fight with, and kill each other, 
upon the moſt trivial Differences imaginable ; whereas, in 
truth, they are made infamous by theſe Engagements for e- 
date. Hig 5 Fo a, 
The Valonr that procures true Honour, is, when no 
Difficulty or Danger can hinder us from doing a Juſt and 
Generous Action, nor no Force conftrain us to do a baſe 
nnd unjuſt Thing; which laſt ſort of Valour the Empreis 
Eudoæias was conſtrain d ro own in Sr. CHhHeſtom; who 
would nor be brought by all her Menaces 10 act againſt 
his Conſcience: In vain (faith ſhe) do we hope to terrifie 
this Man, who fears nothing but Sin. And a Pious Man who 
will not accept a Challenge, becauſe he thinks it Unlawful, 
may be more truly Valiant than he that Embraces it: For 
he is more fit for Death, than a Vapouring Debauchee ; He 
hath nor le ſs Courage; but more Religion and Diſcretion ; 
and therefore he will nor pawn bis, Life and his Soul up- 
on every trifling Occaſion. 1 


u, It is truly Hononrable ro be Wiſe and Patient, to fear the 
ew Wrath of God, and deſpiſe rhe Anger of Fools; to conh- 
our der whether there be a juſt Caule, before he ryſh upon any 
al, Danger; and they who think ro gain Honour by Athei- 
che ſtical Deſperateneſs and furious Precipitancy, will pay dear 
rhe at laſt for their fatal Miſtake, | | 5 
In HE Es | 
em -  Fivally, As for that weak Pretence, That he who Accepts 
nb- the Challenge, only defends himſelf; It is to be conſidered , 
10 how he comes to be Aſſaulted: He went to the Place and 
ord kept the Time, though he foreſaw the Peril his Life was 


dos | like to be in. In this Caſe, though the Defence of a Man's 
aud felf were innocent, the Folly that expoſed him to the Aſ- 
bow, fault is very Criminal. . „ 
Beſides, this is not barely Self. de fence; becauſe the Ace 
cepter of the Challenge comes prepared to kill the Cbal- 
lenger if he can, and hopes to ger the Reputation of a bra- 
ver Man by doing ſo. Wherefore to put a Man's own Lite 
| nHeedleſly into ſuch apparent Danger, and to make it Wik 
fully ro be neceſſary either to Kill, or be Killed, is inexcuſa- 
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The Duelliſt was not about his law ful Occaſions, in all pro- 
bability, when this Quarrel hapned: He was engaged in 
Drink or Gaming, or had run into vicious and lewd Com- 
pany ; and by his own Folly and Fault, brought himſelf firſt 
intofthis Danger; and by a little Humility and Patience he 
might have kept himſelf ſafe, and been thought a Wiſer 
and Better Man for doing ſo; and can he imagine, when 
by one Sin he hath made another neceſſary, that this 
Neceflity ſhall extenuate or excuſe both his Crimes. 


performed without the Hazard of Two Lives, is againſt 
the Laws both of God and Man; and there had been no 


of both. We ſee, that Vertuous and Wiſe Men, who at» 
tend the Service of God, and follow the Bufineſs of 
their Callings, are ſufficiently ſecured by Providence and 
their Country-Laws. Theſe Men, ſcarce ever have any 
need to make or anſwer Challenges, Men uſeful and truly 


Frays, which are one Part of Their Puniſhment Who lead 
idle and vicious Lives; and keep wicked and infamous 


Courſe of Life, and that vile Society, than ever he can get 
by coming off a Conqueror, and indeed, he need not Huff 
ſo extreamly for any thing that touches his Honour; becauſe 
they that live at this rate, have no Honour to loſe; and have 
diſgraced themſelves fo manifeſtly, that nothing but renouncing 
their Ill Courſes and Company, can redeem their Reputation; 
their Swords will not fer up what their Vices and Follies 
have ſo utterly ruined. And if the refuſing a deſperate 
Challenge would oblige ſuch a Man to quit that Company 
where he gave the Occaſion, it would be rhe happieſt ſorr 
of Diſgrace that ever befel him, and might be a means to 
reſtore him to a ſolid and laſting Reputation. 
; Wherefore, without any concern how the Bullies of the 


al, to let him know, that he judges it neither Wiſe nor Pious, 
Lawful nor Creditable, to Fight upon ſuch Occaſions; char 
if he can prove he hath really injured him, he will make 
bim any reaſonable Satisfaction; and if that will not con- 


272 


Beſides, this kind of Self- defence, which is not to be 


occaſion for it, unleſs we had firſt broken the Commands 
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Good and Eminent, are never engaged in theſe diſgraceful - 


Company; and whoever doth ſo, loſes more Honour by his 4 


Town ſhall reſent it, I would baye him that is Challenged, 
to labour to rectifie all his Adverſaries Miftakgs ; and with- 7 


fen him, to declare, that while he falfly brands him with 
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the Name of Coward, he muſt to all Perſons publiſh him to 
be a paſſionate, a deſperate and implacable Man, and will 
avoid bis Company, and deſpiſe his Reproaches for ever after. 
And if after this, our furious Enemy ſhall ſer upon us un- 
expectedly, then it is, undoubtedly, as lawful; ro defend our 
ſelves againſt his bloody. Arrempr, as againſt a Ruffian or 
mercenary Aſſaſſine: And if in our Defence we ſhould then 
kill him, the Laws of God and Man will acquit us, and 
® condemn him as guilty of his own Murther,, Nor need any 
Man fear, thar one good or wiſe Man will cenſure him for 
'Þ refuſing a fooliſh and furious Challenge in this manner ; be- 
cauſe in ſo doing, he ſhews a great Fear of God, a Concern 
for his immortal Soul: He expreſſes a great Reverence for the 
Laws of the Land, and a mighty Averſion to do any thing 
that is Evil, All which are, and ever will be, Honourable 
amongs conſidering Men, and the Opinion of all others (as 
we have ſhewn) is to be deſpis d. „ 
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1 | Laſtly, As if the Lives of the Two Principals were not 
d * aPrice ſufficient ro take upon ſo frivolous an Occafion ; 
is and two Souls were too ſmall a Venture, the Cuſtom is 
is to draw in Two more into theſe barbarous Frays, whom 
Ns they call SECONDS ; and theſe hope ro excuſe themſelves 
ff by ſaying, They had np hand in the Quarrel, and come to 
ſe the Field free from Malice; that they would have ſtaid at 
ve home, bur that it was neither honourable nor kind, to deny 
1g the Importunity of their Friend, or leave him when he was 
3 in Circumftances of Danger: That their Buſineſs is only 


es to (ee fair Play (for fo foul Murther muſt be term'd) and 
te to prevent the oppoſite Party from taking any Cowardly 


ny Advantage of him whoſe Quarrel they elpouſe: and tis well 
Ire if the Example of Pylades and Oreſtes come not in to help 
to out the flim Apology, . Le > OW 
he In anſwer to which, I muſt firft obſerve, That when our 
d, i Anceftors could not totally root out the invererare and 
th: I barbarous Cuſtom of ending Controverſies by the Sword, 
us, they brought it under the beſt Rules they could; and there- 
haf, fore they appointed Judges and Triers of theſe Combats, 
ke WW who were to ſee that the Orders of Combaring were duly 
* obſery dd, and upon occafion to prevent the Effuſion of Blood, 


by taking off the A 2 yer aliye, and declaring whe 
N TY oe ->lh . | 'Thels 


2 
oP 


ther: them had the Victory 
| | : 


38 Diſcourſe of Duel. 
© Theſe Judges in Combars, allow-d by the Court of 
Honour, were the Marſhal and the Conſtable of England, 
or the King himfelf, if preſent, migbt end rhe Duel, by 
throwing down a Silver Wand © BIS... 


* 


And in Combats appointed by the Civil Courts, To 
Knights were choſen Triers, and the Lord Chief Juſtice 
was to order the Champions to be taken off, and to give 
Sentence ®, From whence, perhaps, the Uſage of choofing 
Seconds in private and illegal Duels might come; and if ſo, 
(like all things chat are left to Mens private Fancies) they 
are ſhamefully degenerared from their Original. For rheſe 
are not meer By-ftanders, or Judges; nor do they go with 
any Intention to take off their Friends before either of 
them be ſlain: But theſe commonly, as ſoon as the Princi- 
pals are engag d, deſperately fall upon one another; and 
though they may be meer Strangers to each other,  how- 
ever, have no Quarrel between them to decide; they do 
almoſt as often wound and kill each other, as thoſe who be- 
an the Miſchief; and are fo far from ſaving their Friends 
Lite that in a meer Bravado, and for a Trial of Skill, tbeß 
do often wickedly and wilfully caſt away their own. And in 
klhat caſe all that J have ſaid of the Raſhneſs and Impiery, | 
the Folly and the Guilt of the Challenger and Acceprer, doth | 
equally belong to them, their Sin is as great, and their Pu- 
niſhment will be rhe ſame. | | 
Though there are ſome peculiar Points of Imprudence 
and Impiety beſides, which are proper to theſe Seconds; the 
Conſideration of which, I hope, may ſecure them againſt 
| fo needleſs and inexcuſable Engagements: For they may 
juſtly be reckon d guilty of the Blood that is ſpilt; becauſe 
they knew of the intended Fray, and did wickedly conceal 
ir; whereas they were bound by the Laws of God and 
Man to have reveal'd it, and thereby might have prevented 
ir. And the Reman Law makes him guilty of the Miſchiefs | 
f a Fire, nor only who kindled it, but who mighr aud | 


would not quench it 7. OS rs 
However, the Seconds being no way concern d in the 
Quarrel, onghr to have labour d to reconcile the Parties 
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4 Diſcurſe of Dull. 35 


F before chey had gone to the Field, or had taken them off 
7 at leaſt, before any Miſchief were done. For to ſtand by, 
y and look on while a Man is ſlain, makes us gnilxy of the 
| Murther, not only according to the Laws of this Land 
(wich, alle no Acceſſories in Murther; but make all 
chat are preſent Principals ;) bur allo by God's Law, where 
a Man being, found lain by an unknown hand, the Elders of 
the next Town were to ſwear, not only that their Hands did 
not ſhed that Blood; but their Eyes had not ſeen the ſpil- 
ung of it, Deut. 21.7. Upon which ground the Council of 
Trent declares the Seconds in theſe Duels to be Murtherers, 
þ and lays the ſame Puniſhment, on them as on the Principals; | 
Decreeing, that all who are of Counſel is theſe Frays, and 
all the Spectators ſhall be excommunicated 7. 
But neither the Laws of God nor Man have yet - been able 
to prevent theſe Miſchiefs : For we fee Perſons in cold 
Blood, without any Paſſion, or any preceding Difference 
(under the Notion of Friends to the Principals) aſſault. each 
other, hazard their own, and attempt the other's Life, for which 
dhey can make none of thoſe Excuſes which the quarrelling 
Parties pretend: Bur if they kill their Oppoſite, they are 
wilful and deliberate Murtherers; and if they be Kill, they 
bave voluntarily and needleſly caft away their dun Lives; 
and dying in that, as well as other Sins unrepented of, there 
can ſcarce. be any Hopes of Salvation. I know, their uſual 
er Apology is, That the Principal was their Friend: But he 
the would not have been ſo, if they bad taken Sefamon's Advice; 
inſt who bids us, Make no Friendſhip with an angry Man, Prov. 
nay 22. 24. For his Friendſnip will lead us into Miſchief, will 
uſe we enjoy it; and a ſmall matter will make him turn our 


ceal Foe ; and one of this Humour, if we come off ſafe from 
and this Day's Miſchief, may pethaps challenge us to morrow. 
nred I am ſure, it argues Men to be very weak, who chooſe 


liefs WI Men for their Friends, who will o lightly hazard their own 
and Lives and theirs alſo : And if our denyiug to joyn with them 
in this damnable Sin, would break the Friendſhip, we 
c ſhould thereby do our ſelves. a miginy Kindneſs, and eſcape 
a great many Miſchiefs there ß. wh 
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t Concil. Trid. Sell. 25. cap. 19. 
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<P A Diſcourſe of Duels: 
> Nor ought we io be concern'd for parting with ſuch 4 
Friend, whoſe Favour is better loſt than kept; and who 
will not be our Friend, unleſs we will be as deſperate and 
wicked as he is now, and will go with him to the infernal 
Regions at laſt for Company. The Romans of old ufed to 
kill a Great Man's Slaves when their Mafter died, as one 
1 Part of the Solemnity of his Funeral: But if we do call 
— this Man our Friend, he muſt not expect we mould have 
i the Fate of the worſt ſort of Vaſſals, to be ſlain with him for 
Ceremony ſake. I grant, true Friendſhip doth oblige us to 
208 venture our Lives to reſcue a dear and worthy Friend out of | 
any Danger which be involuntarily falls into; and it was a 
Moble Generofity in the two Grecian Friends, when the one 
1 1 was condemn d to die, for the other to offer to die for his 
lt Ranſom. Bur if I have 'a raſh and quarrelſome Friend, 
_ . . who in his Drink or Rage wilfully expoſes his own Life 
to Danger; there is no reaſon why he ſhould have power to 
expoſe mine too; or that I ſhould make him rhe Diſpaſer 
of my Blood, who is ſo unneceſſarily prodigal of his own: 
We do not think our ſelves oblig'd to give all our own E- 
ſtate to one that is our Friend, who hath ſpent his own in 
Riot and Exceſs: And are not our Lives dearer to us, than 
our Eſtates? Or (in one Lord's Words) Is not the Life more 
than Meat, and the Body than Rayment, Matth. 6.25, Why 
then ſhould any Friend of ours expect ro have the Diſpoſal 
of theſe upon every capricions Humour? Befides, if we 
would be ſo raſn as to grant this, we muſt remember, it is 
not in our power; for our Lives are not our own ; and with- 
out an Injury to God that gave us them, we cannot expoſe 
them our ſelves on ſuch an Occaſion, much leſs can we give 
another this Power. | 55 
= Furthermore, As to the Obligations of Friendſhip, we muſt 
5 cdionſider, That we are bound ro do nothing at our Friend's 
Requeſt, bur whar is lawful and honeſt: We are not to 
1 join with a Man in Theft or Perjury, in Treaſon or Re- 
* bellion, becauſe he is our Friend; and there is the ſame 
i | Reaſon why we muſt not joia with him in that which the 
| Laws of God and Man determise to be Murther; that is, in 
theſe raſh and impious Duels, | 5 f 
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2:Mediatorio take up the Quarrel, gd make chem Friends: WW"! 

And if the Perſon flight his Diſcourſe, and ſcorn his prudent rl 

[and kind Motion, he hath much more reaſon to deny the un- Wt! 

| /rexfouableiRequett: of fo wicked and implacable"a"Man.4 ie 
Aud if theideſired Second have not Intereſt enough in this Mt 
l Friend to keep him from ruſhing upon ſo great a {ſc 
1 liſchief, rhe Fighter cannot exped his Intereſt ſnould prevait WR 
WE — with an untoncern'd Man to run into that Evil wfich he WP! 
10 would diſſnade him from. His denying you ſhould take up Ft 
1 the Quarrel, juſtifies you in denying to make your ſelf 
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i. MW | Ard now I- have anſwered all the 2 I can ima 

0 gine, and provd it abſolurely and in all Caſes unlawful t 

d be concerned, either as Challenger, Actepter, or Seconds, in 

1- | theſe Extrajudicial Duels; 1 ſhall conclude with a ſeriolsg 

„ Adareſs v all thar have been” engaged in mem, lern, 

in to repent of their Sin and Folly: For phe Venture is ine - 

y. | cuſable; whatever the” Event was; and "though | Providence 

en bath brought you off; yet, it is your Duty. cbnſider, tow.  - 

(e miſerable and Without Remedy, your Eftite had been, 1 

n- | you had died in' ſo great a Sin without aby poſſibility of 

ea Repeèutance. The King may pardon the Offence againft 

ſe his Laws, or you may by Flight avoid Human Faſtice ©. 

ar. But thete is nohefcaping God's Tfibumal; and het, no en- 

during 6f his terrible arid amazing Veng ance,” You cati- | 
11 


not-endure 4 Blow or a Bruiſe from your perhaps undeſfigning | 
Neighb6ur'z how then could you awe; with "Everlaſting : 
Burnings; Iſaiab 33; 44.3 Fou ate ſo nice of your Honour, 
that y6u"thnſe Death rather than, ro live under the leaſt 
ſeeming Diſgrace; bur how then will you. abide that 
endleſs: Shame and Contempt which muſt be the Portion 

of all thar die without Repentance, Ban. 12. The Conſi- 
deration whereof,” I'bope, will be a warning to you, never 
100run tartfrhar: Danger again, from which you have been 
once ſo happily and undefervedly reſcude. 
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As for thoſe who yer are Inndcent, ai d have not epgg d 


in cheſe Unchriſtian Practices ; it is highly their Duty and 
their Intereſt to take ſpecial Care they may be Innocent © 
ſtill, and avoid thoſe Vices and that Company which draws 
others into this Snare. If they would be Sober and Ver- 
tuoùs, and chuſe their Society of thoſe who are fo, of which 
this Nation affords (Bleſſed be God) very great Plenty, 
they would be in no Danger of ſending or receiving Chal- 
lenge?” Theſe Men: are neither apt to give, nor yet to 
take Offence; or, if ſuch a thing happen, the Marter is 
don taken up. And if we be obſerved to love and fre- 
quent the Company of vicious and debauched Perſons, we 
all probably become, and certainly be thought to be like 
bem 3 and then we may abuſe our ſelves (as we pleaſe) 
vith talking big of our Honour; but indeed, we have no 
Honour to loſe; for {whatever our Quality be) our Credit 


gone beyond rhe Pgſlibility of being recover d. by a Duel 3 
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